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Covid-19 

In an unprecedented event, this virus wiped out 

high school spring sports around the nation.  We 

applaud OSAA for their considered approach 

toward the options.  It could not have been easy. 

Compete as usual? Relocate the season? Cancel the 

season? Endorse a regional format of competition? 

How to adjust each event to maximize safety? 

Should all sports be viewed equally or by a factor 

of risk?  Are the plans which neighboring states are 

pursuing a good fit for Oregon?  OSAA has the 

unenviable task of contemplating these questions 

and is obligated to make a responsible decision 

amid the changing landscape of the virus spread 

and divergent opinions of the public.  No decision 

will make everyone happy.  The loss of the spring 

season stung deeply, but the relocation of the fall 

season under the inspired Nevada model offered 

hope that this season might happen, and it did. 

OSAA was deliberate and contemplative, and never 

lost sight of the most important factor: student and 

community health.    

 

A reminder about records 

This ‘down time’ time we have seen during Covid 

would be a great opportunity for schools to research 

into and solidify their team’s performance histories 

and school record lists.   

This is just a friendly reminder that we believe 

teams have a responsibility to document and share 

their histories for the benefit of not just their current 

athletes, but also for alumni and future teams. 

 

Gratitude 

No matter where one resides or the existence of any 

rivalry, the running community is a family, and 

recent events illustrated this prominently.  When 

the Almeda Fire tore through southern Oregon, 

over 30% of Phoenix HS families lost their homes.   

Quickly schools from everywhere were reaching 

out with kind words and gestures of support.   Be it 

as far as Valley Catholic in Beaverton or as close as 

South Medford and many schools in between, there 

was a chorus of support.   The Klamath Union 

Cross Country team volunteered a weekend to 

reseed Bear Creek in order to protect the greenway 

against the risk of future flooding in the devastated 

community.  This camaraderie is striking and 

shows the very best of our running community and 

the true meaning of sportsmanship. 

 

Create JV races!  

As TF/XC competitions resume.  Now, more than 

ever, we feel it is important that teams create 

competition schedules which provide opportunities 

for their Junior Varsity athletes.   Given 

cancellation of TF-2020, the shortened  XC-2020c 

and TF-2021 seasons, and continued concern of 

Covid even after a vaccination is available, we 

expect that overall participation numbers for both 

XC and TF will be down for the near future.  We 

have already witnessed a huge drop in XC-2020c. 

It is important for the wellbeing of both the kids 

and the sports’ themselves that we rebuild our 

programs which feed into the Varsity ranks and to 

make every effort at our schools to recruit for the 

sports. 

 

School name changes 

Oregon had two high schools change names.  

Wilson HS in Portland is now Ida B.Wells HS.   

Madison HS, also in Portland, will become Leodis 

V McDaniel HS.  

 

More Online Resources 

A sizable volume of additional XC/TF statistics 

which are not included in the print publication 

may be found for free at the Who’s Who website, 

online at 

https://www.phoenix.k12.or.us/Page/2328  

(Why are they not all in the print publication?  It is 

cost prohibitive to add so many pages without 

raising costs.) 

 

Acquiring Back Issues 

Past print editions of Who’s Who are available.   

The most recent edition is $20, and all older 

editions are $8.  (Checks should be made out to 

“Billy Snow”, NOT to Who’s Who). 

To acquire any past editions, please contact: 

          Billy Snow 

          38910 Mountain Home Drive 

          Lebanon, Oregon 97355 

          Billy_snow52@live.com 

When recently conducting an inventory, we had 

“new” (original, undistributed) copies available of 

the following years: 1970-1971, 1972, 1974, 1976, 

1978, 1981-1985, 1987-2014 and 2017-2020.   

Please contact Billy to verify if the issue you want 

is still available. 
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From the Editors 

The Who’s Who staff deliberated on whether to 

print an edition this year.  It did not take long to 

decide.  It was clear there were performances 

and a history we needed to document in 

accordance with our publications’ mission, and 

space limitations would prevent us from 

including TF-2020 and XC-2020c in the 

following season edition. 

In reflection of the unorthodox year this was, so 

too will this edition of Who’s Who be unusual. 

This will primarily be Cross Country centric, 

with a smaller section on TF-2020.  This is the 

reverse of normal.  This is because TF-2020 was 

cancelled only two weeks into the season with 

few meets completed, yet there was a full – 

albeit truncated and occasionally Covid 

interrupted for some – Cross Country season. 

So how have we approached the uniqueness of 

our present?  We have decided to recognize as 

XC State Championships the 4A, 3A,2A, and 

1A races.  This is because OSAA consented to 

coaches planning these events in the absence of 

OSAA financial sponsorship, OSAA did offer 

some encouragement (such as approval for 

trophies to mimic the State ones) and those 

meets did have a qualifying process which 

echoed historical processes under OSAA.  

Furthermore, by doing so we are honoring 

historical precedent, wherein Who’s Who 

recognized both at the time and in our current 

records any State Championships prior to OSAA 

sponsorship for both boys and girls.  And what 

of the large school divisions?  Beyond the 

District meets, the 5A and 6A had no such 

culminating event which was rooted in State-like 

qualifying standards.   

Of course, while the 4A and smaller schools 

have State-level statistics we can update to 

reflect this season, any active streaks will not be 

disrupted in the 2020c stats for those large 

schools. Put another way, for example, if a 

school had a streak of seven qualifying years but 

could not do so this year (due to no State meet), 

then if they qualify next year we will view it as 

their eighth consecutive year qualifying.   

In the absence of a 5A and 6A State team and 

individual rankings, at the request of several 

coaches Who’s Who will determine it. 

So, this will be a Cross Country-centric 

publication with a smaller section on Track & 

Field.  We will strive to provide a summary of 

the recent seasons, as well as provide historical 

statistics which have been changed since the 

prior year.  If a statistical category has not been 

updated (such as the Track qualifying statistics) 

then we will leave those online until the future 

publication. 

 

Appreciations 

Once OSAA announced there would be no State 

Championships in the traditional location of Lane 

Community College in Eugene, the wheels got 

rolling as coaches throughout the state started to 

consider options.  Many were involved, including 

but not limited to the following: Eric Dettman 

(Lincoln), Thor Esbensen (Wilson), Chris Johnson 

(Siuslaw), Patrick Zwiefel (Tillamook), Joe Volk 

(St.Marys Medford), Kellen Peters (East Linn 

Christian), Scott Ball (Westside Christian), Steve 

Ritchie (Kennedy), Steve Sheedy (Union), Steve 

Hills (Southwest Christian), Johanna Neal and 

Dan Moore. 

They and others worked tirelessly to create as 

close to a semblance of State as they could under 

continually changing circumstances.   

Additionally, Southern Oregon schools – who had 

been communicating regularly since the original 

season postponement in the fall – coalesced to 

create a Regional Championships open to anyone 

in a five county radius, and for that we express 

appreciation to Piet Voskes (North Medford), John 

Cornet (Phoenix) and Stan Goodell (Grants Pass).  

Furthermore, Tom Rothenberger (Jesuit) was 

among the first to advocate for a statewide 

competition in the form of a 2-Mile Run and he 

joined the Zoom meetings with other coaches in 

the state to talk about what can be done to make 

the experience for runners a positive one.   

To all the aforementioned and others unnamed 

who worked to create opportunities for student-

athletes to compete and get a cross country 

experience, we thank you. 
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